1998-1999 District D
Thotnas F. (Tom) Sexton District Governor 18D Gainesville Club

Lions Tom Sexton was elected District Governor of 18D on Sunday March
8,1998 at the Snellville Georgia American Legion Hall ,hosted by the
Snellville Lions and Lioness Clubs .Other members of the cabinet are Past
District Governor Don Wagner . Bulletin Editor is Lions Virgil and Ruth
Megill of the Toccoa Club . Other officers and Committee Chairman serving
This year are as follows :




entry into the convention hall on the back of a Kentuck thoroughbred! A record attendance
for the Forum was registered with some 3,600 delegates. District 18-D Governor Tom
Sexton delivered the opening night invocation.

The second Cabinet meeting of the Lion year was held in conjunction with the
annual District Rally. Both events were hosted by the Gainesville Lions Club. Qur visiting
Lions International Director was Lion Phil Tom and his wife, Betty. The Toms were a
tremendous “hit” with all those attending. During the Raily, ID Tom presented Licns Clubs
Internationat President’s Certificates of Appreciation to Lions Ed Hashbarger, PDG Don
Wagner, and District Governor Fom Sexton. The District 18-D Past District Governor's
Association inducted Lions W.W. “Bil" Banks of the Gainesville Lions Club and J.R,
Reeves of the Clarkesville Lions Club into the Association’s “Hall of Fame”. Both Lions
were recognized for their achievements and service through many years in Lionism. Over
300 Lions and guests attended the District Rally.

The 3rd Cabinet meeting and the District's Annual Convention of the Lion year was
hosted by the Dawsonville Lions Club at the Dawson County High School on March 8,
1999. Lion Joe Hirsch of the Dawsonville Club was elected District Governor for the 1999-
2000 Lion year, while Lion Ed Hashbarger of the Norcross Club was elected Vice
Governor. Ancther highlight of the afternoon was the selection of Dawson County Middle
School student, Jesse Reece, as District 18-D's Peace Poster contest winner. Jesse's
entry was selected “best’ from 14 entries.

During the 1998-1999 Lion year, District 18-D was well represented in service to the
Georgia Lions Lighthouse Foundation as well as the Georgia Lions Camp For The Blind.
The District supported the Georgia Unit of the Recording For The Blind, located in Athens,
as well as the Leader Dogs For The Blind. The Lions of 18-D worked very well and hard
in support of the various Lions' projects as well as countless other causes.

The 4th Cabinet meeting of the year was held in Winder hosted by the Winder Noon
Club. Preparations were discussed and plans made for the 1999 Georgia Lions State
Canvention to be held in 18-D hosted by the Athens area Lions clubs,

Past District Govemnors Millard Havener and Dan Stuart served as Convention Co-
Chairs for the 1999 Georgia Lions State Convention held in Athens, Georgia in May, 1999.
District Governor Sexton served as State Chairman for the event. Our International guest

was no stranger to Georgia Lions, for incoming Lions international President Jim Ervin of
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Albany served as official Lions Intemational guest. In addition to Lion Jim, our Convention
hosted Quest International President Mike Buscemi, and Leader Dogs For The Blind
President, Bill Hansen. District 18-D Lions Virgil and Ruth Megill of the Toccoa Lions
Club were singled out for the outstanding job they did as editors for the 18-D Bulletin. The
18-D Bulletin was judged best monthly bulletin in the state! DGE Hirsch was presented
Lions Clubs International “Leadership Award” by LCt incoming President Ervin at the
Convention’s Saturday night District Governor's banquet.

The history of Lions District 18-D during the 1998-1999 year was much like other
Lion years - full of service, achievement, and dedication. The Lions of 18-D again
answered the call to serve, and in doing so, improved the lives of countless people
throughout local communities, District 18-D, the state and world. The Lions of 18-D once
again carried out the “We Serve® motto.













